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Prayers  
A Prayer attributed to St. Francis  ref. Book of Common Prayer Page 833  
Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there is 
injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, 
hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much 
seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we 
are born to eternal life. Amen. 

A Prayer for Guidance  ref. Book of Common Prayer Page 832 
O God, by whom the meek are guided in judgment, and light riseth up in darkness for the godly: 
Grant us, in all our doubts and uncertainties, the grace to ask what thou wouldest have us to do, 
that the Spirit of wisdom may save us from all false choices, and that in thy light we may see light, 
and in thy straight path may not stumble; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

For the Human Family  ref. Book of Common Prayer Page 815 
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look with 
compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our 
hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our 
struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations 
and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

For our Enemies  ref. Book of Common Prayer Page 815 
O God, the Father of all, whose Son commanded us to love our enemies: Lead them and us from 
prejudice to truth; deliver them and us from hatred, cruelty, and revenge; and in your good time 
enable us all to stand reconciled before you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
Silence  
Song 

Amazing Grace... (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PEpcjiT1L9g) Wintley Phipps 
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Prayers  
For our Country  ref. Book of Common Prayer Page 820 
Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our heritage: We humbly beseech thee that 
we may always prove ourselves a people mindful of thy favor and glad to do thy will. Bless our 
land with honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, 
and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and 
fashion into one united people the multitudes brought hither out of many kindreds and tongues. 
Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in thy Name we entrust the authority of 
government, that there may be justice and peace at home, and that, through obedience to thy 
law, we may show forth thy praise among the nations of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our 
hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in thee to fail; all which we 
ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For the President Elect and all in Civil Authority  ref. Book of Common Prayer 
Page 820  
O Lord our Governor, whose glory is in all the world: We commend this nation to thy merciful care, 
that, being guided by thy Providence, we may dwell secure in thy peace. Grant to the President of 
the United States, the Governor of this State (or Commonwealth), and to all in authority, wisdom 
and strength to know and to do thy will. Fill them with the love of truth and righteousness, and 
make them ever mindful of their calling to serve this people in thy fear; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 

For Sound Government  ref. Book of Common Prayer Page 821  822 
O Lord our Governor, bless the leaders of our land, that we may be a people at peace among 
ourselves and a blessing to other nations of the earth.  
Lord, keep this nation under your care. 

To the President and members of the Cabinet, to Governors of States, Mayors of Cities, and to all 
in administrative authority, grant wisdom and grace in the exercise of their duties. 

Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 
To Senators and Representatives, and those who make our laws in States, Cities, and Towns, 
give courage, wisdom, and foresight to provide for the needs of all our people, and to fulfill our 
obligations in the community of nations. 

Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 
To the Judges and officers of our Courts give understanding and integrity, that human rights may 
be safeguarded and justice served. 
Give grace to your servants, O Lord.  
And finally, teach our people to rely on your strength and to accept their responsibilities to their 
fellow citizens, that they may elect trustworthy leaders and make wise decisions for the wellbeing 
of our society; that we may serve you faithfully in our generation and honor your holy Name. 
For yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all. Amen. 
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Preyer for President Obama and Family 
We thank you Lord for the service to this nation of President and Mrs.Obama. We pray that you 
will be with them and guide them through their remaining days in office. We pray that you keep 
them safe and from all harm. We pray that you will continue to walk with them as they begin the 
next steps of their life's journey. This is our prayer. Amen 
Song 

Make us One Lord, Make us One. Holy Spirit Make us One. Let out Love floe so the 
world will know, we are one in you. 
For those who Influence Public Opinion 
Almighty God, you proclaim your truth in every age by many voices: Direct, in our time, we pray, 
those who speak where many listen and write what many read; that they may do their part in 
making the heart of this people wise, its mind sound, and its will righteous; to the honor of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For the Conservation of Natural Resources  ref. Book of Common Prayer Page 827  
Almighty God, in giving us dominion over things on earth, you made us fellow workers in your 
creation: Give us wisdom and reverence so to use the resources of nature, that no one may suffer 
from our abuse of them, and that generations yet to come may continue to praise you for your 
bounty; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

For the Future of the Human Race  ref. Book of Common Prayer Page 828 
O God our heavenly Father, you have blessed us and given us dominion over all the earth: 
Increase our reverence before the mystery of life; and give us new insight into your purposes for 
the human race, and new wisdom and determination in making provision for its future in 
accordance with your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For the National life  ref. Book of Common Prayer Page 838 
Almighty God, giver of all good things:  
We thank you for the natural majesty and beauty of this land. They restore us, though we often 
destroy them. Heal us. Amen

For the Diversity of Races and Cultures  ref. Book of Common Prayer Page 840  
O God, who created all peoples in your image, we thank you for the wonderful diversity of races 
and cultures in this world. Enrich our lives by everwidening circles of fellowship, and show us your 
presence in those who differ most from us, until our knowledge of your love is made perfect in our 
love for all your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Song  
In Christ there is no East or West (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PyJF0MVoakc)  
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Prayers 
A Litany of Thanksgiving  ref. Book of Common Prayer Page 836  
Let us give thanks to God our Father for all his gifts so freely bestowed upon us. For the beauty 
and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea, 
We thank you, Lord. 

For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women, revealing the image of Christ, 
We thank you, Lord. 

For our daily food and drink, our homes and families, and our friends, 

We thank you, Lord. 
For minds to think, and hearts to love, and hands to serve, 

We thank you, Lord. 
For health and strength to work, and leisure to rest and play, 

We thank you, Lord. 
For the brave and courageous, who are patient in suffering and faithful in adversity, 

We thank you, Lord. 
For all valiant seekers after truth, liberty, and justice, 

We thank you, Lord.  
For the communion of saints, in all times and places,  
We thank you, Lord. 
Above all, we give you thanks for the great mercies and promises given to us in Christ Jesus our 
Lord; To him be praise and glory, with you, O Father, and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.  

Closing Song:  
We'll Understand it Better By and By (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cg2wRblu6I) 
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